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The meeting began with a visitor! 
 

J ennifer K. Newcom, Executive 
Director, Children's Flight of Hope 
stopped by to tell the Chapter 
about what they do. 

Their mission is to provide free private 
air transportation to and from medical 
facilities for critically ill or injured chil-
dren (with their families or guardians) 
who, due to medical, financial, or logisti-
cal reasons, are unable to travel to their 
destinations by any other mode. 

www.childrensflightofhope.org 

 
Our speaker for the March meeting was 
Mr. Rick Suehr. He is a former Marine 
Corps F-4 Wild Weasel Pilot who flew in 
Viet Nam in 1966, 68 and 69. His pres-
entation began with a description of the 
Wild Weasel program, a daring effort to 
neutralize the massive anti aircraft facili-
ties that surrounded Hanoi and Hy Phong 
harbor. Twenty-five percent of the crews 
failed to return from their missions, three 
times the losses of the fighter/bomber 
forces. 
 
Mr. Suehr is an engineering graduate 
from the intellectual hub of the south, 
NCSU, entered the Marine Corps after 
completion of his flight training at NAS 
Pensacola. He pointed out that there was 
no aeronautical engineering program 
offered at State at the time of his gradua-
tion. However, he had taken all the 
courses offered in the subject. 
 
An engaging man, he spoke to the chap-
ter about how making a bet always 
seemed to heighten excitement of an 
event. He offered a $20 bill as a prize for 
any individual who could name the first 

Wild Weasel platform to enter combat 
in Viet Nam. In an utter fluke, never to 
be repeated, the author (member FJ 
Hale) said “the F100” and won the 
prize.  
 
The slides were of his self-proclaimed 
love of his life (second only to his 
wife) the F-4 Phantom. The F-4 first 
took to the air in 1958. The F-4 Phan-
tom II aircraft, which still flies in de-
fense of our allied nations, was retired 
in 1996 from U.S. military forces. 
What brought the deep respect and af-
fection for the aircraft was his habit of 
stopping his presentation for a moment 
while looking at a particular slide and 
say, “Isn’t she beautiful?” 
 

He told of being hit by anti-aircraft in 
vivid detail. A rocket had burst in close 
proximity to his aircraft, partially deaf-
ening him, a wound he carries to this 
day. The concussion was so intense that 
the bows of his sunglasses were shat-
tered. All his lights were on, parts of 
the aircraft were afire and one of his 
wings and aileron were shredded by 
flack. He had no communication, navi-
gation or defensive capability. He 
could not determine whether his WSO 
(weapon system officer) was alive or 
dead. In what can only be called and 
act of selfless courage, he coaxed his 
shattered and smoking aircraft back to 
base. 
 

He talked about the versatility and joy of 
flying the F-4. It is a responsive and sta-
ble aircraft that could be fitted with drop 
tanks for a range of just under 1800 
miles. Its Mach 2.5 capability, when 
armed with the Sidewinder and 20mm 
cannon, made it a match for anything in 
the air. 
 
Mr. Suehr concluded the presentation 
with a question and answer period. Chap-
ter President Jason Proctor gave him a 
gift of the chapter cap and our sincere 
thanks. 
 
 
 
 

Steve Goldman  
I've finished the first 220 hours of build-
ing my Velocity only about 3300 more to 
go. I finally got around to reinforcing the 
center section spar to the firewall and the 
gear bulkhead so it is a lot sturdier than it 
was. Now I've been working on the re-
tract system mostly preparing the main 
gear legs (carbon fiber reinforcement) 
and trimming and installing the gear in 
the fuselage. I'm hoping in the next week 
to install the hydraulic lines for the cylin-
ders to I can finally install the keel into 
the fuselage.  I also finally managed to 
get my rudimentary web site up and run-
ning so you can see photos there if you'd 
like, at http://fatcatair.com . 

March Meeting 

Rick Suehr - 
 
 

Builder’s News  
What We Are Doing … So Far! 

Continued p. 4 

F. J. Hale 

F-4 Wild Weasel 

Steve Goldman’s Velocity 
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starter motor or old Ben Franklin cry-
ing out as another hundred dollar bill is 
set ablaze.  I’m not sure how my mar-
riage has survived but a patient woman 
with a good job goes along way. 
 
Fiscal lamentations notwithstanding, 
even she will now admit that there has 
been a significant return on our invest-
ment.  A return that is simply not meas-
urable in mere dollars and cents. 
 
A few years ago we received a call 
from Michelle’s brother who lives in 
Indonesia.  He rarely makes it back to 
the United States and thus, she hadn’t 
seen him in years.  It seems he’d made 
a special trip to Panama City, Florida to 
visit their grandparents.  He urged Mi-
chelle to drive down if possible and 
indicated that her grandfather was not 
well and would love to see her.  Need-
less to say an 11 hour drive in the mid-
dle of the work week is not something 
one typically does on short notice.  
However, I quickly crunched some 
numbers and estimated that our little 
Grumman could make the trip in just 
over 4 hours including one stop for gas.  
That significantly tipped the scale in 
favor of going so off we went. 
 

A View From Above  
Jason Proctor, President 

S everal years back as I was mak-
ing plans to purchase my first 
aircraft I often referred to the 
pending acquisition as an 

“investment.”  This terminology was 
most often employed over the dinner 
table while discussing the financial im-
pact with my wife, Michelle.  I’d spent 
many hours convincing myself that this 
was a wise financial undertaking and that 
it obviously made more sense than 
throwing money away renting.  However, 
my most thorough and eloquent argu-
ments aside, I’m afraid Michelle was 
never truly convinced.  Smart girl. 
 
Most of you “owners” out there are 
laughing at my naivety I’m sure.  I’m 
forced to look back and laugh as well.  
As sands in an hourglass mark the relent-
less passage of time, every tick of the 
Hobbs ruthlessly meters the outflow of 
dollars from my ever shrinking bank ac-
count.  Every time I turn the key I’m not 
sure whether that growl I hear is the 

Not only did she enjoy catching up with 
her long distant, big brother but she was 
also able to spend what would later prove 
to be the last few days of consciousness 
with her ailing granddad.  A few weeks 
after that brief visit we managed to fly 
down once more to see him in the hospi-
tal before his passing.  Michelle later 
commented to me that in the course of 
those two trips the little Grumman paid 
for itself in full. 
 
Recently I made a trip to Greeneville, 
Tennessee to visit my aunt who’s battling 
cancer.  Greeneville is a 5 hour drive but 
in my RV4 the round trip was only about 
2 hours.  That little day-trip was price-
less.  The fact that I’d flown there just to 
see her really seemed to lift my aunt’s 
spirits if only for a short time.  It was 
difficult not to cry on the trip home.  The 
sun setting behind me was a constant 
reminder of a very sick lady for whom 
the once bright light of life also dims to 
soft amber.  I find myself hoping for the 
best as I prepare for the worst but one 
thing is certain.  On this trip the RV4 
paid for itself in full. 

Jimmy Knowles MAY 1, 1946 - MARCH 24, 2007  
Husband, Father, Neighbor, Good Friend ... 

 

 
On Saturday, March 24, 2007, our Chapter lost a good friend and member when Jimmy Knowles 
was struck and killed on the side of Highway 64, near Apex, NC. He is and will be remembered for 
his friendship and kindnesses. Our condolences to his family and friends. 
 
APEX- Jimmie Daniel Knowles, 60, of 105 Beechtree Court, owner and operator of Action Garner 
Glass Co., died, Saturday. Funeral Service will be 1:30 PM, Tuesday at The Capital Church. Burial 
will follow at Montlawn Memorial Park. Surviving; wife of 23 years, Portia Godwin Knowles; 
daughters, Lisa Knowles Kennedy and her husband, Todd of Four Oaks, Danielle Knowles Bryant 
and her husband, Jason of Raleigh and Wendy D. Baggett of Clayton; sisters, Verna Keene of Mt. 
Olive, Barbara Williford of Raleigh, and Wanda Capps of Clayton; grandchildren, Brandon 
Denton, Christina Denton, Daniel Kennedy, Matthew Kennedy, and Todd Kennedy, Jr. He was 
preceded in death by a daughter, Tina Knowles Denton. 
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 EAA Trivia question of the month:    
(You may challenge the accuracy of the answers by forwarding your 
corrections to Byron J. Covey. Byron wanted $20 per challenge, but 
nah… hey, he knew the job was dangerous when he took it!) 
He dropped out of Georgia Tech to fly airshows in a clipped wing Piper Cub under 
the watchful eye of Bevo Howard.  In 1972, flying an airplane built by Bob Heuer, he 
became the first American to win the World Aerobatic Championship.  At a time 
when international aerobatic judging did not favor the style of aerobatics popular in 
America, he impressed the judges by performing the first torque roll seen in interna-
tional competition.  Who was he, and what was he flying?  
(The answers appear on the last page of the newsletter.) 

I  met Al in New Bern, NC, when I 
got in Flight Service in 1971.  He 
was really pushing it to make 5 ft 2 
in tall.  I thought he was a kid walk-

ing out to the airplane with pillows.  He 
was the FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR.  Al 
had over 12,000 hours of flight time and 
90% of that was instructing.  As if seeing 
him walk to the airplane with pillows 
was not enough, there used to be a BIG 
HARLEY parked next to the flight ser-
vice station, (we had an overhang around 
the building, the FBO did not).   After the 
flight here comes this guy with the pil-
lows, gets on the HARLEY and rides 
off.  Watching him, I could see it was a 
work of art for him to  start it and get the 
kick-stand out of the way and take 
off.  He had a system that seemed to 
work just fine,  I asked him one time 
what would happen if he had to lay his 
bike down in the street.  He said it was 
no problem, someone always got out of 
their car to help him get it upright.  He 
was also proud of the fact that had only 
happened on one or two occasions. 
 
     Al was also a Mechanic, and when 
you mention his name in flying circles, 
folks will remember him working on 
airplanes at RDU Aviation, as well as at 

RDU Flying Service.  If he was not 
flying them, he was fixing them - or 
teaching about them, or (in later years) 
giving the FAA Written Exams. When 
he felt that he was just too old to fly, he 
went to work CLEANING AIR-
PLANES - he really enjoyed that.  I 
don’t remember how many other rat-
ings he had, but there were several.  He 
was also a Flight Instructor of the Year. 
He took his instructing duties very seri-
ously and he was both very humbled 
and proud of that award.  He got rid of 
his HARLEYS (of which he had sev-
eral) and bought a smaller bike. It was 
not uncommon to see him riding to or 
from the airport on his motorcycle. He 
was going to be around airplanes and 
bikes that was  all there was to it, in 
Al’s opinion. 
 
     For the last year or so, Al was in a 
local nursing home. I wish I had a 
penny for every time Sandy and I were 
going to drop by and see him. Of 
course, due to our schedule or what-
ever, it never happened.   He was a 
mentor, and good friend to me for 
years. I, like so many countless others, 
will miss him a lot.  None of us are 
here forever, but I am a much better 
person because of Al Blake, and he will 
n e v e r  b e  f o r g o t t e n . 
There were to be no services for 
Al.  He just wanted everyone to give 
him a toast to the WEST.   

 

Two paintings from chapter member Ulli 
Misegades were selected as finalists in 
the prestigious Horizons of Flight avia-
tion art exhibit sponsored by Flying 
Magazine and CAE Simuflite. In a re-
peat of Ulli’s success from the 2006 
event, held annually in Simuflite’s head-
quarters at the Dallas-Ft.Worth airport, 
Ulli’s paintings were judged amongst the 
best examples of aviation-related art in 
the county. The two paintings were enti-
tled “In Memory of Jim Franklin”, de-
picting the father and son team of Jimmy 
and Kyle Franklin performing at Osh-
kosh, WI, and “Resting Mustang”, show-
ing a P-51 Mustang at rest, with threat-
ening skies on the horizon. These paint-
ings may be seen on her web site, 
www.ullisart.com, as well as on CAE’s 
web site, http://www.cae.com/cts/
t r a i n i ngC e n t re s / C AE S imuF l i t e /
horizons.shtml 

Ulli Misegade Selected as 
Finalist in Horizons of Flight 
Aviation Art Exhibition 

Al Blake  (1918 - 2007)  
A Remembrance  

By Jim Dukeman 

D ecember 25th, 2006 found me 
traveling to Utah via Char-
lotte and Las Vegas. Having 
done Christmas that morning, 

I was in the commercial airline system 
routing out to the Great Salt Lake to buy 
and ferry an airplane.  The road getting 
here was strange, twisted and unfamiliar.  
This was to be an adventure that would 
fill me with trepidation at times and teach 
me at other times.  Where to begin but at 
the beginning? 
 It all started about the middle of 
November at the Triple W airport sup-
port group meeting. I had met Bob 
Hough, an A&P mechanic and IA, there 
and was learning how airport business 
worked. So, the next day I went over to 
his hangar to ask some more questions 
that I had thought up overnight. Bob 

asked if I had ever flown in a Navion 
after I told him I thought they were 
slow.  No, I said, just what I observed 
by watching them in the pattern.  At 
that point, the education began and the 
comparison to Cessna 172’s and Chero-
kee series was completed in short or 

 
der.  Of course, this prompted the ques-
tion as to how much they cost.  Bob 
shows me the range fairly quickly: $120k 
for show quality, $50-60K for good 
paint/average avionics, $25k for “ugly 
duckling” but flyable. Hmmm, a quick 
check of Barnstormers 

Provo, Utah to RDU, An “Ugly Duckling” Comes Home - F lying the Navion  
Rick Kelly-Crapse  

Cont’dPage 4 
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aircraft that had a prop strike.  Sigh, 
finally get the pictures.  Upgrades ga-
lore on the base frame, needs paint, but 
the gyros had recent rebuilds, new 
prop, not bad. Bob agrees this is a good 
plane.  Get out the calculator, Aero-
planner.com and AirNav, ball park 
estimate the fuel, hotel, airline, and 
food cost, call the seller back and we 
spend 5 minutes negotiating.  A deal is 
struck and I find out that there are ex-
tras, like a spare prop that goes with 
this deal  - not bad! 
 Now I have a problem. Here I 
am a low time pilot with 150 hours of 
total experience that just bought a high 
performance, complex aircraft. I need 
transition training and I need it fast.  A 
friend of mine takes me up on my offer 

to fill the 
tanks for the 
time spent 
teaching me in 
h is  1948 
Navion. Three 
hours of flight 
time later, I 
have  my 
Navion check-
out com-
pleted. And 
I’m off to 
RDU to get 
charts for the 
trip. Lighter 

 

screen, fiberglass the windscreen, and 
test fit the wheel pants. The wings are 
done with only some final pitot plumbing 
to do as well as sealing in the fuel tank 
sending units. After that I think I can 
finally start thinking about taking it to an 
airport for "final" assembly. This is the 
dirty secret of airplane building - you 
don't actually build it once but about 6-12 
times with all the test fitting, assembly 
sequence errors, etc......but it is fun on 
those infrequent days when something 
goes in for good. 

Dennis Roberts’ RV-7  

I am approximately 75% done with the 
wings. The empennage has been com-
plete nearly a year now. I ran out of room 
in my shop and had to resort to tearing it 
down to build a new one, one that will 
accommodate building the plane com-
pletely assembled in my shop. I recently 
completed the shop (I was down for 
nearly 3 months building it) and finally 
resumed construction on my RV-7. Last 
weekend I began sealing the fuel tanks. 
What a mess!  All I need to do to com-

plete the tanks is install the outboard 
ribs and both tank baffles, then both 
tanks will be complete. I can't wait to 
resume building without messing with 
all this nasty tank sealant! Simply rivet-
ing the skins will seem like a breeze! 
You can see my builder's log web-
site for some photos. I will try to up-
date the website this weekend with 
some photos of the tanks in the sealing 
process. 
http://drrv7.com/  
 
Joseph Giallo’s RV-7A  
I’ve been working on my pride and joy 
- an RV7A. The firewall forward is 
pretty much done, with just a few odds 
and ends left (i.e. cowl retaining clips, 
spinner cutout plates, etc).  The pitot/
static is in and pressure tested. The 
blank spots in the panel are occupied 
by a GMA340 audio panel, GNS430, 
SL40 COM, GTX327. We need to 
wrap up the aft canopy skirts, rivet the 
forward top skin, install the wind-

Cont’d from p. 1 

(.com) for aircraft in 
the range $20-30k showed a lot of older 
172’s and Cherokees. The Cherokees had 
full IFR panels but high time engines and 
not as much useful load.  The Cessna’s 
started at 1956 and went forward to 
1963, needing interior and/or panel up-
grades with mid to high time engines. 
Hmm, not so bad in the comparison so 
far.  I compare the Navion, retract gear, 
variable pitch prop, 150 mph top speed in 
level flight, 1000 lb useful load, long legs 
for fuel, roomy cockpit, large cargo area, 
and the same price in the “ugly duckling” 
range.  Grab a Trade-a-Plane and scan 
the recent ads and find a “divorce sale, 
ugly duckling”. We go back and forth 
trying to get pictures and copies of the 
log books.  I just lost out on an auction 

by $130, sectionals and WAC charts se-
cured, Facility directories  acquired, and 
now to plan the flight back. After 3 days 
of planning, I call my flight instructor, 
Ross Kennedy,  over to the house for 
mountain flying planning, sanity check, 
etc.  I would do this again after weather 
changed out west.  Off to REI for my 
survival kit for mountain and winter fly-
ing.  My lovely copilot/ wife is suppor-
tive, but worried about me. Truth be told, 
I am worried, as well. I have never done 
a cross country this long nor do I have 
any ferry experience. My mood grows 
more somber the closer I get. Snow hits 
Denver and the northern passes I had 
planned to go through are now howling 
at 90 mph. Not good, so much for the 
short cut. Another storm is brewing out 
there. Longer southern route is now 
planned and I arrange for a backup pilot, 
if needed, to ferry the plane. If this gets 
much worse, I will fly back commercial 
air and not risk pilot nor plane. Another 
planning session and get Ross back for 
more ground instruction and strategy 
planning.  GPS secured, back up hand-
held nav/coms secured, flight bag 
packed, tool bag packed, and wardrobe 
packed. Off to RDU airport to get out 
there. 
 
 
Rick’s story of his flight from Provo to 
RDU will be continued next month! 

NAVION cont’d. 

Rick Kelly-Crapse’ New (to him!) Navion 
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Learning Aerobatics 
Part I   
Kent Misegades 
 

I ’ve always thought that aerobatics 
is the essence of flight. After all, 
why go to the trouble of moving in 
three dimensions if all you want to 

do is travel from point A to point B? 
My first recollection of seeing some-

one “stunt flying” was as a child of 4-5 
watching a shiny, silvery biplane tum-
bling playfully in the bright skies above 
our home in the San Fernando Valley of 
southern California, which in the late 
1950s was a Mecca to sun-hungry Mid-
westerners and aerospace engineers. My 
Hoosier father was one of these, working 
for famed airplane maker North Ameri-
can Aviation of T-6, P-51, B-25, F-86, F-
100, X-15, XB-70 fame. Seeing those 
stunt planes and sky writers high over the 
beaches of Malibu electrified me, and I 
swore that I would one day experience 
the thrill and complete freedom that this 
sort of flying must bring. 

At age 15 I found myself on the long 
end of a broom, sweeping the cavernous 
WWII-vintage hangar of my employer, 
Kentucky Flying Service at Bowman 
Field, Kentucky. In one of those odd 
twists of fate, a fellow line boy at KFS 
was Mark Ash. Our lives twisted and 
turned until we met again in 1996 as 
members of EAA chapter 1114 in Apex, 
NC, with Mark the owner of a Christen 
Eagle.  

That enormous hangar was all mine 
on long, cold, dreary winter weekends, 
and when no one was looking I was able 

to try on the cockpits for size. All but 
one: I stood in awe before that tiny, 
crimson Pitts biplane with the name 
Paul Soucy stenciled on the side. Little 
did I know that Paul’s son, Gene—only 
a few years older than me—would go 
on to fame as a Red Devil team mem-
ber and airshow entertainer extraordi-
naire. 

Fortunately for me, my instructor, 
Norris Follett, liked aerobatics, which 
he attempted to teach me in one of our 
C-150 Aerobats during the otherwise 
dull private pilot syllabus. This was 
back in the days when spins were part 
of normal training, and I do not recall 
this being considered the dangerous 
maneuver that it somehow became. 

Fast forward 34 years consisting of 
various degrees of poverty getting an 
education, marriage and three kids, 
starting a few businesses and moving 
back and forth to Europe four times. I 
kept my sanity flying R/C planes (on 
their backs as much as possible) and 
never missing an opportunity to hang 
out at local airfields. With a move to 
Cary in 1996 I was finally able to get 
back into a cockpit and have enjoyed 
flying low and slow in my 1952 C-170 
since then. It was a few hours in my 
good friend Denny Mercer’s Extra 320 
a few years ago however that rekindled 
that flame that had started in California 
some 45 years ago. 

Suddenly this past spring I found 
myself a part owner of a DR-107. After 
Denny had replaced his Extra for an 
RV-7 (“my wife wouldn’t fly with me 
in the Extra,” he said), it wasn’t long 
before he suffered withdrawal symp-
toms and started looking for something 
to get upside down.  

I hadn’t heard of OneDesign, but if 
Denny thought well of it, that was good 
enough for me. N107BS was a brilliant 
orange and blue OneDesign (1D) mas-
terfully built by Bob Scherer of the 
Baltimore area. We based it in Siler 
City, home to our favorite mechanic, 
Tom Malechuk, owner of Guardian 
Aviation Services. Siler City is also a 
great place to fly aerobatics, with a 
quiet pattern and plenty of open spaces. 
Denny was thrilled with the airplane’s 
performance, exceeding all of his ex-
pectations. (More on our ill-fated DR-
107 in a later chapter.) 

Falcon Insurance wanted me to get 
at least 3 hours of dual aerobatic in-
struction in a Pitts before they’d let me 
fly the 1D. Being a member of IAC19 

made finding an instructor easy. Or not.  
The three recommendations I re-

ceived all sounded promising. Bill Fi-
nagin—“the Admiral,” as Denny, his 
biggest fan, calls him—from the Balti-
more area was my first choice, but only 
because he is so well respected in our 
part of the country. Bill and I had calen-
dar conflicts through the fall, by which 
time the prospect of flying in the cold 
winter weather didn’t sound too appeal-
ing.  

Greg Koontz of Ashville, Alabama, 
was recommended by fellow chapter 
member Mike Davis. Visiting Greg was 
attractive because I could combine this 
with a trip to my alma mater (Auburn, 
War Eagle!) and stay at Koontz’ B&B on 
his airfield. But he instructs in a Decath-
lon, and Falcon wanted to see time in a 
Pitts, or—better yet—a monoplane like 
the 1D. 

About this time we held our fall 
chapter meeting at the Johnston County 
Airport, and my friend Pat Hayes taxied 
up in his bright yellow Pitts S-2E, just 
acquired and ferried up from Florida. 
Now, Pat has a very diverse aviation 
background, having flown hang gliders, 
trikes, a Decathlon and a gorgeous 
Dimona motor-glider that shares space 
with the Pitts in Pat’s new hangar at the 
Eagle’s Landing residential airpark near 
Pittsboro, another one of Pat Hayes’ ac-
complishments. 

 

 
 
Next chapter—Kent gets dual time in 

a Pitts with airshow pilot Keoki Gray. 
 

 
 

The author on the far right, with 
two friends at the roll-out of the 
first North American XB-70 at NA’s 
Palmdale, CA facility in the Mojave 
desert. Early 1960s. 

Famed aerobatics team the Red 
Devils. The author’s first exposure 
to the awesome Pitts design came 
early, as a line boy at Kentucky 
Flying Service where Paul Soucy, 
father of Red Devils’ member 
Gene Soucy, kept his plane  



   April 2007        6        Aerial Pursuits 

 

 

And Tuskegee Airman Tribute 

Say What???  

April 21st EAA1114 Meeting 

USAF Capt. Jason Harris  
   Bill Terrill, Program Chairman  

CHAPTER NEWS       
· The FAA has issued an alert for pilots and owners in NC - seems folks have been going around stealing Garmin/King/Etc avionics and radio 

stacks from planes, sometimes they’ll steal from one plane, replacing the radios with stolen ones from another plane, so that the radios they 
keep aren’t listed as hot. There have been additional thefts, so please keep your eyes open! 

· Recent member USAF Capt. Jason Harris has transitioned from C-130 to the mighty J-3, using Chapter Member Bob Epting’s Cub and Chap-
ter Member Tom Rudisill’s knowledge - his first experience with conventional gear! 

· Marlene Raseta and Bob Epting are our newest Instrument Rated pilots! CONGRATULATIONS!!!  
· Denny Mercer took possession of a DR-107 which came down from Montana - details in next month’s Aerial Pursuits! 
· Paul Cotrufo, Tim Farris and Bob Epting flew a Piper Cub fly-over at the funeral of late Tuskegee Airman John Driver (see story below) 

Short Final… from AVWeb.com  
The following exchange took place enroute to opening day at Sun 'n' Fun last April:  
 
Bonanza: Jacksonville Center, Bonanza Two Zero Yankee. 11,000.  
 
Center: Bonanza Two Zero Yankee, Roger, Jacksonville altimeter 30.12.  
 
Bonanza: Are you working a lot of traffic to Lakeland this afternoon?  
\ 
Center: I'll tell you what -- if you fell out of your airplane right now, you'd never hit 
the ground.  

Jason Harris is a USAF Capt., C-130 Pilot and a member of EAA Chapter 1114.  
Jason will talk about his experiences with flying the C-130. 

I n the latest edition of EAA Sport 
Aviation there’s an article titled 
“Record Setting Young Eagles 
Pilots”. In that article, on page 72, 

you’ll see the smiling face of one of our 
most active members, Bob Epting, who 
has flown an amazing 2314 Young Ea-
gles at the time the article was written. 
Bob’s now #3 in the country! 
Bob can almost always be found at the 
Young Eagles rallies, either with his Cub 
or with his Arrow, lining up kids for 
rides. And when you see the numbers 
you’ll quite often find Bob flying 16 or 
17 kids for the day … one at a time in 
the Cub.  
Every month Bob can be found behind 
the cooking counter at the Chapter 1114 
monthly meetings, providing vittles to a 
bunch of folks that like food as much as 
they like airplanes! 
He also organized and led a tribute Fly-
Over of yellow Piper Cubs at the funeral 
of John Driver, a  Tuskegee Airman.  

Bob Epting -Young Eagles Pilot  
Bob said that it was a windy, bumpy 
day, the day of the funeral. He and 
Chapter members and pilots Paul Co-
trufo and Tim Farris flew their Piper 
Cubs in formation over the funeral, 
with Charles Stites on ground radio. 
Bob had lunch with Mrs. Driver re-
cently and she gave him a certificate of 
appreciation from the Tuskegee Air-
men, documenting his efforts in orga-
nizing the fly-over. Bob has it hanging 
over his desk, in a place of honor. 
 
Congratulations, Bob - and thank you 
for all you’ve done for the Chapter! 

added in the future when appropriate.  In 
the case of "Post-Meeting KP Duty & 
Cleanup" look on the page to see where 
volunteer slots are open, and email Skip 
Smoak to volunteer for that meeting 
date.  (A link to Skip's email is on the 
page.)  Skip will respond to you, will add 
your name to the web page, and will 
send you a reminder prior to that meet-
ing.   Thanks to those members who 
have already volunteered and helped 
clean up after the meetings, along with 
the early morning crew members who 
cook and set up for breakfast!  (To ac-
cess the Volunteer Roster go to http://
www.eaa1114.org, select Member Login 
at the bottom of the left navigation bar, 
and provide your EAA number and 
email address.  Once you're logged in as 
a member, select Volunteering from the 
left nav bar.) 
 

Renewals Are Overdue! 
The 2007 chapter renewals final deadline 
is April 30, 2007. After that day, we'll be 
cleaning up our membership list, mailing 
list, etc., so please renew your member-
ship! 

Volunteers Wanted! 
Dwight Frye has added a new Volun-
teer Roster page to our chapter web 
site.  The first volunteer opportunity 
presented there is "Post-Meeting KP 
Duty & Cleanup" but more will be 

Important Chapter  
Reminders 

We do things differently, these days…! 
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April 14 - KBUY Burlington - Food tent 
will be in operation!  
 
May 26 - KRWI Rocky Mount - Civil 
Air Patrol rally at their new headquarters. 
 
 
Interested in helping/flying? Give David 

Williams, YE coordinator, a call at  
(919) 481-1041.  

 
 
 
 
 

EAA Chapter 1114 Officers for 2007-2008  
President    Jason Proctor  367-8947 jproctor6@nc.rr.com 
Vice-President    Sam Arbes  363-6973 sarbes@nc.rr.com 
Director-at-Large    Jack Guthrie  319-3329 off2golf2@aol.com        
Secretary    John Bane  929-4227 bane@unc.edu 
Treasurer    Ed Savage  387-8126  egs@egsavage.com 
Chapter Apparel    Barry Sherrill  387-0186 theaimgrp@aol.com 
Program Chairman   Bill Terrill  859-6905 lowandslow@bellsouth.net  
Tech Counselor     Jack Phillips  363-9459 pietflyr@bellsouth.net 
Tech Counselor & Flight Advisor     Tom Rudisill  467-6601  tomrudis@bellsouth.net   
Young Eagles Coordinator s  David Williams   481-1041  david@wildon.com 
PreFlight Program Coordinator  Phil Brown  367-8933 phil_brown@ncsu.edu 
Webmaster    Dwight Frye  380-7665 dwight@openweave.org 
Listserver Manager/Moderator  Mark Doble   552-3914 mark.doble@mddesigns.com 
Newsletter Editor    Tom Sisk  218-8956 etsisk@nc.rr.com  

Copyright 2007 by EAA Chapter 1114. Aerial Pursuits is the official newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114, which meets on the third 
Saturday of each month at 8:00 AM at Cox Field (NC81), US 64 and Highway 55, Apex, NC 27502. Aerial Pursuits is sent to all 
active chapter members. Membership rate is $24 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Ed Savage, 108 Parkspring Ct., Cary, NC 27519. 
Newsletter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Newsletter Editor, Tom Sisk, P. O. Box 9234, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 
(919) 218-8956 

Sport Aviation Calendar for NC, SC, VA    . ..your $100 hamburger resource  
April 14th EAA Chapter 506 Monthly Meeting, 8:30 AM, Chapter Clubhouse, Johnston County Airport (JNX) 
April 14  KLBT Lumberton, NC Wings Day Fly-in. www.faasafety.gov  
April 17-23 Sun ‘N Fun, Lakeland, Florida (KLAL)  www.sun-n-fun.org 
April 21st EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 a.m., Cox Field, Program: TBA 
April 21-22 KNBC Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort Air Show, Beaufort, SC 
April 28-29 NC WINGS Fly-in, KGSO, Greensboro, NC www.faasafety.gov  
April 27-29 KLFI Langley Air Force Base Air Show, Hampton Roads, VA 
May 4-6  KBUY Vintage Aircraft Association Spring Fly-In, Burlington, NC 
May 18-20 Experimental Soaring Assn. Eastern Workshop 2007, Chilhowee Glider Port, Benton, TN 
May 19th EAA 1114 Monthly Meeting, 8:00 a.m., Cox Field, Program: TBA 
May 18-20 KLBT Mid-Atlantic Fly-in and Sport Aviation Convention, Lumberton, NC http://www.mafsac.com 
July 23-29 EAA Airventure, KOSH  Wittman Field, Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg 
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Café; Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; 
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  Farm-
ville Regional Airport (FVX), Farmville, VA, Prop n’ Club Grille 

Trivia Answer: 
 
Charlie Hillard was flying an experimental Pitts S-1S.  

Chance Vought V-173 
“Flying Flapjack” - 
 
mmmm… Tasty!  

 
 

JUST BECAUSE 
It Looks So COOL ... 

Young Eagles Schedule 
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Next Meeting  
When:  Saturday, April 21, 8:00 AM 
Where:  Cox Field, Apex, NC 
What:  Fly/Drive-In Breakfast Meeting  
Program: USAF Capt. Jason Harris, C-130 Pilot 

EAA Chapter 1114 
c/o  Tom Sisk 
P. O. Box 9234 
Chapel Hill, NC 27515 

Aerial Pursuits       Newsletter of EAA Chapter 1114            Apex/Cary, NC 

Directions to EAA 1114 
Meetings at Cox Airfield (NC81)  

 
Cox Airfield is located just north of US 
64 in Apex, NC, between Salem street 
(downtown Apex) and Hwy. 55 exits. 
Field elevation: 460’ 
Runway: 9/27, 2400’ turf 
Preferred T/O: to west, downhill 
Preferred Ldg.: to east, uphill 
Preferred pattern: south side of  US64 
Comm: CTAF, 122.9 (please use!) 
Pond on east end, tall trees on west end. 
Exercise extreme caution as aircraft may 
be taxiing on the grass during day or 
night. Please be aware of surrounding 
residential areas on departure. 
Cox field lies under RDU airspace. 

Driving: stone entrance is on north 
side of US 64 between Salem street 
and Hwy 55 exits while driving west. 
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